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Collect & readings 

Almighty God, 

who alone can bring order 

to the unruly wills and passions of sinful humanity: 

give your people grace 

so to love what you command 

and to desire what you promise, 

that, among the many changes of this world, 

our hearts may surely there be fixed 

where true joys are to be found; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
    

Jeremiah 7.23-28  The People’s Disobedience 

23But this command I gave them, ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and 

you shall be my people; and walk only in the way that I command you, so that it 

may be well with you.’ 24Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but, in the 

stubbornness of their evil will, they walked in their own counsels, and looked 

backwards rather than forwards. 25From the day that your ancestors came out of 

the land of Egypt until this day, I have persistently sent all my servants the 

prophets to them, day after day; 26yet they did not listen to me, or pay 

attention, but they stiffened their necks. They did worse than their ancestors 

did.  

27 So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will not listen to you. 

You shall call to them, but they will not answer you. 28You shall say to them: 

This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the LORD their God, and did not 

accept discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips. 

Luke 11.14-23  Jesus and Beelzebul 

14 Now he was casting out a demon that was mute; when the demon had gone 

out, the one who had been mute spoke, and the crowds were amazed. 15But 

some of them said, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.’  

 



16Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from heaven. 17But he 

knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every kingdom divided against 

itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house. 18If Satan also is divided 

against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you say that I cast out the 

demons by Beelzebul. 19Now if I cast out the demons by Beelzebul, by whom do 

your exorcists* cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by 

the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then the kingdom of God has come 

to you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his castle, his property is safe. 
22But when one stronger than he attacks him and overpowers him, he takes 

away his armour in which he trusted and divides his plunder. 23Whoever is not 

with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.  
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